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INTERNATIONAL  INSTITUTE  OF  AGRICULTURE 


ADDENDA  TO  THE  DOCUMENT 

The  Jury  of  Enquiry 

on  the 

European  Cooperative  Rural  Credit  Systems. 

MODE  OF  PROCEDURE  OF 

THE  AMERICAN  COMMISSION 

In  its  tour  through  the  European  Countries. 

(leaving  New  York,  S.  S.  Saxonia : April  26th,  1913) 

i \a.  v n 


International  Institute  of  Agriculture. 
jCuARENCE  J.  OWENS.  Rome , Italy , March  19,  1913. 

figing  Director,  Southern  Commercial  Congress, 
jhern  Building,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Dear  Dr.  Owens  : 

jin  the  document  “The  Jury  of  Enquiry  ,,  January  11,  1913,  is  the  following  ; 

“ In  response  to  the  request  of  the  Southern  Commercial  Congress  I herewith 
lit  a Report,  proposing  a mode  of  procedure  for  the  American  Commission  on  its 
of  investigation  in  the  European  countries.  The  suggestions  offered  are  the  result 
nsultation  with  delegates  to  this  Institute  and  other  authorities  on  the  European 
co-operative  credit  system  ,,. 

,1  see  from  United  States  Senate  Document  1071,  (“  Jury  of  Enquiry  ” article) 
.this  method  has  been  adopted  as  " the  mode  of  procedure  for  the  American  Com- 
'on  in  its  tour  through  the  ] European  countries  ,,. 

That  article  starts  out  by  the  query:  “What  is  this  method ?”  and  then  procedes 
swer  the  question.  As  there  are  some  additional  points  which  it  seems  to  me 
'Id  be  set  forth  under  that  head,  I deem  it  in  order  to  do  so  in  this  addenda. 
;Were  the  American  Commission  to  consist  of  three  or  five  members  it  would,  most 
jy,  have  made  its  investigations  on  the  usual  lines  by  looking  up  in  the  countries  visi- 
riny  likely  sources  of  information.  It  would  have  hunted  up  the  institutions,  the  offi- 
, and  others  concerned,  and  plied  them  with  questions  and  requests  for  the  usual 
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facts  and  figures  which  it  is  customary  to  give  to  such  enquirers.  But  the  magnitude  of 
the  work  before  us,  its  great  importance,  demands  the  more  elaborate,  the  more  efficient 
means  towards  the  ends  in  view  which  the  large  American  Commission  is  calculated  to 
evolve,  and  the  most  practicable  way  of  dealing  with  this  large  Commission  is  to  have  it 
sit  in  session,  and  to  have  the  parties  who  are  to  transmit  the  information  appear  before 
it ; and  the  best  mode  of  obtaining  the  information  will  be  by  questions  and  answers 
rather  than  by  lengthy  speeches. 

The  information  would  serve  to  little  purpose  if  it  were  to  consist  of  mere  data  ; of 
columns  of  figures  or  statements  perfunctorily  given  out  to  the  usual  enquirer.  Such 
data,  statements,  and  speeches  are  already  here,  and  here  in  abundance.  There  are 
the  many  books  on  the  subject  by  the  International  Institute  of  Agriculture  ; the 
Report  by  the  Diplomatic  Officers  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  ; and  the  letter 
addressed  by  the  President  to  the  Governors. 

All  this,  however,  is  only  part  of  the  story,  and  the  minor  part;  it  but  rakes  up  some  of 
the  factors  in  the  effect,  leaving  unanswered  or  obscure  the  major  part  of  the  story,  the  cause. 

The  speeches,  the  lengthy  statements,  the  columns  of  figures,  are  but  as  the  papers  in 
the  attorney’s  “ green  bag  ”.  The  “ Jury  of  Enquiry  ” meetings  will  be  the  trial,  when  will 
be  brought  up  the  why,  the  wherefore,  the  when,  the  could,  the  should,  the  would,  the  must, 
and  the  will  in  the  case.  The  pros  and  cons  of  the  systems  will  be  gone  into  by  the  Ame- 
rican Commission  at  these  « Jury  of  Enquiry  ” meetings,  analytically  and  synthetically;  in 
their  direct  bearings  on  economic  conditions  and  in  the  remoter  influences  which  they  exert. 

To  illustrate  what  is  meant: 

A judge  in  an  American  Court  is  trying  a case,  and  the  witnesses  are  foreigners, 
speaking  a foreign  language.  It  would  but  tend  to  confuse  the  judgement  were  each 
of  the  witnesses  to  make  a speech  and  then  and  there  to  have  it  translated  to  the  judge. 

And  so  with  the  American  Commission.  Where  the  large  majority  only  speak 
English  it  would  manifestly  be  a waste  of  time  to  have  lengthy  speeches  or  statements 
made  in  a language  which  they  do  not  understand.  And  even  were  they  to  under- 
stand the  language,  it  would  still  be  better  for  them  to  have  the  witnesses  impart 
their  information  through  questions  and  answers,  rather  than  through  speeches;  and 
for  this  reason : A witness,  say,  is  competent  to  give  information  from  A to  K,  which 
it  Would  consume  two  hours  to  impart.  The  portion  of  his  information  relevant  for 
the  American  Commission  is,  however,  from  A to  B,  and  would  consume,  say  io  mi- 
nutes to  impart.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  if  this  is  so,  proceding  on  the  mode  of 
questions  and  answers  would  be  more  likely  to  result  in  bringing  out  the  relevant  infor- 
mation, and  in  obtaining  it  with  the  greatest  economy  of  time. 

With  all  this  as  a preliminary,  we  will  now  proceed  to  outline  the  plan  of  work : 

1)  The  American  Commission  as  a whole  will  meet  in  a few  central  places  selected 
for  it  in  each  country  by  the  “ Committee  on  Reception  and  Program  ” for  that  country  ; 

2)  In  a meeting-hall  in  each  of  these  central  places  it  will  hold  morning,  afternoon, 
and  evening  sessions  ; 

3)  The  American  Commission  and  the  “ Committee  on  Reception  and  Program  ” 
in  the  several  countries  to  be  visited,  shall  each  of  them  appoint  a sub-committee,  and  these 
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two  sub-committees  shall  act  jointly  in  drawing  up  daily  the  “ order  of  the  day  ” for 
the  “ Jury  of  Enquiry  ” meetings. 

4)  The  arrangement  of  the  floor  for  the  holding  of  the  session  will  be  about  as  follows  : 
in  addition  to  the  Presiding  Officer  for  the  day,  the  platform  of  the  meeting-hall  will  be 
occupied  by  a stated  number  of  American  delegates  and  by  a stated  number  of  represen- 
tative leaders  of  the  co-operative  movement  of  the  country  in  which  the  meeting  is  held. 
The  main  floor  space  will  be  occupied  by  the  body  of  the  American  delegates.  Any  remain- 
ing space  on  the  floor  or  in  the  galleries  will  be  occupied  by  visitors  admitted  on  invitation. 

5)  The  “ order  of  business  ” will  be  about  as  follows  : the  “ Committee  on  Program  ” 
of  the  American  Commission,  and  the  “ Committee  on  Reception  and  Program  ” of  the  coun- 
try visited,  having  agreed  on  the  “ order  of  the  day  ” (copies  of  which  shall  be  handed  to 
the  delegates)  the  Presiding  Officer  for  the  day  shall  call  the  meeting  to  order,  when  the 
Secretary  shall  call  before  the  platform,  in  the  rotation  stated  on  the  “ order  of  the  day  ”, 
the  persons  designated  to  appear  before  the  American  Commission.  Such  persons  will 
be  questioned  by  the  Chair,  and  by  others  authorized  to  do  so.  Each  question  and  answer 
will  be  interpreted  and  stenographically  reported  by  the  Secretaries  of  the  American  Com- 
mission. 

6)  Speeches  and  statements  by  persons  not  named  on  the  « Order  of  the  day  ” are 
to  be  handed  in  type-writing  or  in  print  to  the  “ Committee  on  Program  ”,  but  shall  not 
be  read  during  any  session  except  by  unanimous  consent. 

7)  The  plan  here  outlined  shall  govern  the  sub-committees  in  their  work  of 
enquiry,  as  well  as  the  Commission  as  a whole. 

Preparatory  work. 

The  “ Committees  on  Reception  and  Program”  in  the  various  countries  to  be  visited 
are  respectfully  requested  to  furnish  advance  programs  of  arrangements. 

These  advance  programs  should  be  transmitted  at  the  earliest  date  possible  to  the  Ame- 
rican Delegate  at  the  International  Institute  of  Agriculture,  Rome,  Italy.  This  will 
enable  the  x\merican  Commission  to  shape  its  plan  of  work  for  the  investigation. 

These  preliminary  programs  should  state  : 

(a)  The  places  and  dates  designated  in  each  country  for  the  Commission  to  hold 
its  sessions. 

( b ) The  names  of  the  persons  designated,  up  to  date  of  forwarding  program,  to  appear 
before  the  " Jury  of  Enquiry  ” meetings,  and  the  subjects  on  which  they  are  competent 
to  give  information. 

For  the  information  of  all  concerned  I will  here  quote  the  paragraph  from  the  “ Jury 
of  Enquiry  ” document,  stating  the  character  of  the  people  who  should  appear  to  be  in- 
terrogated during  the  meetings  of  the  American  Commission. 

“ The  people  who  are  to  appear  before  it  will  be  of  every  grade  : the  renter,  the  small 
land-owner,  the  great  land-owner,  the  officers  of  the  minor  associations  and  those  of  the 
larger  associations,  and,  besides  these,  the  semi-official  and  official  authorities  and  their 
advisors,  as  well  as  other  parties  competent  to  give  testimony  on  the  economic  status 
as  it  is  directly  or  indirectly  affected  through  the  operation  of  these  associations  ”. 
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The  paper  in  the  “ dossier  ” already  handed  in  entitled  “ Main  Points  of  Enquiry  for 
the  American  Commission  ” shows  the  questions  to  be  brought  up  before  the  “ Jury  of 
Enquiry  In  substance  the  investigation  is  primarily  to  embrace  : 

(a)  The  various  European  systems  of  co-operative  rural  credit,  and  is  to  include 
both  the  co-operative  and  the  non  cooperative  phases  of  rural  finance. 

(b)  The  modes  of  co-operative  production  and  distribution  as  they  are  directly 
or  indirectly  affected  by  these  co-operative  rural  credit  systems. 

(c)  The  parts  played  respectively  in  the  promotion  of  agricultural  production  and 
distribution  by  official  and  semi-official  bodies  such  as  the  Landwirtschaftsrat  of  Ger- 
many, and  by  voluntary  associations  such  as  the  Consorzi  Agricoli  in  Italy. 


To  Dr.  Clarence  J.  Owens, 

Managing  Director  of  the  Southern  Commercial  Congress 

The  following  communications,  just  received,  show  progress  in  the  work  of  form- 
ing in  the  foreign  countries  to  be  visited,  the  " Committees  on  Reception  and  Pro- 
gram ” for  the  American  Commission.  Additional  correspondence  on  this  subject  will 
follow. 

Hon.  Irwin  Laughlin,  Charge  cT Affaires  of  the  American  Embassy,  Tendon,  has 
made  the  following  statement : 

“ It  is  suggested  that  the  Commission  arrive  in  London  on  the  81  h.  of  July  instead  of  the  nth.;  the  8th.  and 
gth.  to  be  spent  in  London  preceding  a visit  to  Oxford  on  the  ioth.  From  Oxford  the  Committee  might  travel 
on  the  night  of  the  ioth.  to  Dublin  where  a conference  with  the  Agricultural  Organization  Societies  of  England, 
Scotland,  and  Ireland  could  take  place  on  the  nth.,  12th.  and  14th.  It  is  suggested  that  this  conference  be  fol- 
lowed by  a journey  in  automobile  through  Ireland  for  the  purpose  of  studying  agricultural  organization  and 
its  practical  application,  on  the  15th.,  16th  and  17th.,  which  would  enable  the  Commission  to  sail  from 
Queenstown  on  the  18th.  as  arranged. 

“ This  plan  has  been  thought  out  with  some  care  and  it  seems  to  us  in  the  highest  degree  important  that  the 
Commission  should  give  more  time  than  you  had  indicated  to  the  study  of  the  actual  application  of  the  me- 
thods of  agricultural  organization  to  English  speaking  countries  where  the  fanners  have  too  long  remained  unor- 
ganized. The  fact  that  the  language  and  conditions  are  similar  to  those  of  the  United  States  will  make  the  en- 
quiry much  easier  than  it  would  be  on  the  Continent.  It  is  also  strongly  felt  that  the  members  of  the  Commission 
as  a whole  should  take  part  in  the  proposed  conference  at  Dublin,  since  it  is  proposed  to  give  this  conference  a 
very  important  character  by  bringing  to  it  all  the  Agricultural  Organi2a1ion  Societies  of  the  United  Kingdom  and  f 
many  authorities  on  rural  economy. 

“To  carry  out  the  arrangements  for  the  Commission’s  visit  to  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  a Reception  Com- 
mittee, constituted  as  follows,  has  been  formed  : Sir  Sydney  Olivier,  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and  i 
Fisheries  ; the  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Horace  Plunkett,  Piesident  of  the  Irish  Agricultural  Organization  Society ; The  Earl 
of  Shaftesbury,  Chairman  of  the  English  Agricultural  Organization  Society;  Ford  Richard  Cavendish,  Chairman 
of  the  Development  Commission  ; Mr.  Henry  V.  Wolff,  author  of  Co-operation  in  Agriculture,  etc.,  the  Charge 
d’Affaires  (and  later  the  Ambassador  and  the  Secretary  of  the  American  Embassy);  the  Consul  General,  Mr.  John 
E-  Griffiths.  Mr.  Nugent  Harris  will  act  as  Secretary  of  the  Commission.  ” 
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Sir  Sydney  Olivier,  Permanent  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries 
of  England  writes : 

“ I have  been  in  consultation  with  Sir  Horace  Plunkett,  the  American  Charge  d’Affaires  in  London,  and  the 
Scottish  Office,  with  regard  to  the  arrangements  to  be  made  for  receiving  your  Commission  in  July. 

“ I have  no  doubt  that  we  shall  be  able  to  give  the  Commission  an  interesting  welcome  in  London,  and  to  pro* 
$ vide  them  with  material  for  their  enquiries. 

“ We  think  it  best  that  most  of  their  time  should  be  spent  in  Ireland,  where  agricultural  co-operation  has 
I reached  a fuller  state  of  development  than  it  has  as  yet  in  this  country. 

“ Will  you  let  me  know  whether  you  think  it  will  be  at  all  possible  to  advance  the  date  of  the  Commission's 
arrival  here,  as  suggested  ? 

“I  expect  to  be  in  Rome  myself  about  the  3rd  or  4th.  May,  and  we  shall  no  doubt  be  able  finally  to  settle 
matters  with  regard  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Commission  in  this  country  whilst  I am  there.  ” 

The  following  is  from  a communication  from  Sir  Horace  Plunkett : 

“ A strong  Committee  has  been  formed  to  organise  an  effective  educational  program  for  the  Commission 
while  it  is  in  these  Islands. 

“ As  Mr.  Eaughlin  of  the  American  Embassy  has  told  you,  we  have  very  carefully  considered  how  we  can 
best  enable  the  Commission  to  learn  in  the  shortest  possible  time  what  these  Islands  have  to  teach  within  the  scope 
of  their  enquiry.  In  Eondon  they  must  meet  the  two  Governmental  Departments  (Board  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries  and  Development  Commission)  which  are  directly  concerned  with  the  organization  of  agricultural  bu- 
siness. On  the  10th.  they  will  meet  at  Oxford  those  who  are  engaged  in  a new  departure  in  the  agricultural 
development  policy  of  these  Islands.  The  Commission  can  travel  comfortably  on  the  night  of  the  10th  to  Ireland, 
or  if  they  prefer  it  they  can  sleep  at  Oxford  and  go  the  next  day.  We  have  all  decided  that  the  Conference  between 
the  English,  Scottish  and  Irish  leaders  in  Agricultural  Development  and  the  Commission  can  best  be  held  in 
Dublin  and  with  the  program  we  are  sketching  out  three  days  (nth.,  12th.,  and  14th)  will  be  required  for  this. 

“Mr.  Wolff,  and  I and  many  other  competent  authorities,  who  are  interesting  themselves  in  the  project  of  the 
American  Commission,  see  that  it  naturafiy  divides  itself  into  two  distinct  parts.  Firstly,  there  is  the  enquiry 
into  the  actual  achievement  of  the  system  of  agricultural  organization  which  prevails  in  the  progressive  countries 
on  the  Continent  of  Europe...  The  second  portion  of  the  Commission’s  European  work,  and,  in  my  judgement, 
not  the  least  important  part,  will  be  the  determination  of  the  methods  by  which  the  experience  which  the  Com- 
mission will  have  gained  in  their  Continental  investigations  can  best  be  made  effective  in  the  rural  communities 
of  the  English  speaking  world.  ” 

The  following  reply  has  been  sent  to  Mr.  Irwin  Eaughlin,  the  Charge  d’Affaires 
at  the  American  Embassy,  Eondon.  You  will  see  that  it  also  covers  the  points  raised  in 
the  other  two  letters. 

I have  your  esteemed  letter  of  March  18th.,  as  well  as  letters  from  Sir  Sydney  Olivier  and  Sir  Horace  Plunkett, 
all  of  which  have  had  my  careful  attention. 

In  the  desire  to  meet  the  views  expressed  I have  taken  up  our  “ Time-Schedule  ” with  the  Delegate  of  Ger- 
many, and  have  his  consent  to  close  the  stay  in  Germany  on  June  28th  in  place  of  July  1st ; and  though  I have 
not  yet  been  able  to  see  the  delegate  of  France,  I have  tentatively  altered  the  dates  for  that  country  from  July 
r 2nd-ioth,  to  June  29th- July  7th.,  which  will  bring  the  Commission  to  Eondon  on  the  8th. 

I would  suggest  that  the  program  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  be  arranged  for  on  this  basis  : 3 days  in  Eon- 
don  with  6 meetings  to  be  held  at  various  times,  morning,  afternoon,  or  evening.  One  day  at  Oxford  with  2 meet- 
* fugs,  'three  days  in  Dublin  with  six  meetings.  This  would  leave  3 days  unaccounted  for  to  be  used  as  your 
Committee  may  decide. 

The  meetings  should  be  held  in  accordance  with  the  “ Jury  of  Enquiry  ” plan,  on  the  method  of  questions 
and  answers,  as  adopted  for  the  American  Commission  in  Senate  Document  1071.  So  much  for  these  points. 

And  now  it  is  in  order  that  we  have  a clear  understanding  of  the  main  purpose  the  enquiry  is  to  serve.  This 
main  purpose  is,  as  you  know,  the  study  of  the  European  systems  of  rural  finance.  The  tour  through  the.  Con- 
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tinental  countries  will  enable  the  American  Commission  and  its  sub-committees  to  familiarize  themselves  with 
co-operative  and  non  co-operative  rural  finance,  and  with  its  influence  on  the  co-operative  phases  of  production 
and  distribution.  In  the  words  of  a Californian  gold-miner,  the  Continental  countries  will  furnish  the  rock,  which 
will  be  crushed  and  stamped,  and  ready  for  the  amalgam  pan.  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  are  to  serve  as  the 
amalgam  pan  ; the  British  questioners  will  act  as  the  quick-silver,  and  the  findings  will  be  the  bar  of  gold,  ready 
for  the  refiner’s  hand,  that  of  the  American  People  and  the  American  Government. 

The  questions  affecting  the  mode  of  procedure  in  co-operative  production  and  distribution,  while  they  will 
have  their  place  in  this  enquiry,  are,  nevertheless,  of  minor  importance  in  the  scheme.  By  far  the  most  important 
question  before  the  American  Commission  is  that  of  how  the  American  farmer  can  obtain  the  money.  That  b, 
question  has  largely  been  settled  in  some  countries  by  government  agency.  But  no  such  settlement  of  the  case 
is  possible  in  the  United  States.  The  United  States  is  far  removed  from  sympathy  with  paternalism.  If  the  mo- 
ney is  to  be  obtained  there  it  must  be  had  without  recourse  to  governmental  sources.  j 

Now,  how  are  the  farm  assets  of  the  United  States  to  be  rendered  available  for  this  purpose  in  the  form  of 
liquid  security  ? How  are  these  assets  to  be  converted  into  a form  of  security  which  would  render  them  as  li- 
quid and  as  safe  as  United  States  bonds,  and  marketable  at  about  as  low  a rate  of  interest  ? These  are  the  ques" 
tions  that  confront  the  American  Commission;  these  are  the  questions  that  it  will  have  to  take  up, digest,  elaborate 
and  place  in  suitable  form  for  adaptation  in  the  United  States.  And  here  are  some  of  the  difficulties  in  the  way. 

A United  States  bond  is  as  liquid  and  safe  an  asset  in  Rhode  Island  as  it  is  in  Oregon.  It  is  worth  as  much  in 
Wisconsin  as  it  is  in  Louisiana.  But,  in  the  case  of  farm  assets,  at  the  present  time,  their  values  are  local. 
Every  State  in  the  Union  regulates  them  largely  by  its  own  law,  and  interprets  the  same  in  its  own  way.  And  so 
jong  as  this  is  the  case  it  is  idle  and  useless  to  talk  of  what  we  would  do  as  co-operators  in  production  and  distri- 
bution. Before  these  assets  can  be  put  in  the  required  form  there  will  have  to  be,  first,  uniform  State  laws,  and, 
secondly,  national  laws  calculated  to  render  American  farm  assets  a security  as  liquid  and  safe  as  United  States 
bonds. 

The  first  thing,  therefore,  for  the  American  Commission  to  find  out  is  how  this  may  be  done  ; 

The  second  thing  for  it  to  find  out  is  how  this  may  be  done  ; 

The  third  thing  for  it  to  find  out  is  how  this  may  be  done. 

Give  the  American  farmers,  say,  three  or  four  billion  dollars  at  Government  bond  rates,  and  they  will  be 
able  to  put  the  “ trusts  ” out  of  business.  They  will  then  be  able  to  be  their  own  distributors,  they  will  then  be 
In  a position  to  master  the  details  of  co-operative  distribution  quickly  enough.  But  without  this  money  all  be- 
comes idle  talk  ; a sheer  waste  of  time. 

But  has  the  American  farmer  got  the  assets  ? He  certainly  has  ; for  the  United  States  Census  shows  that  his 
property  is  worth  forty-one  billion  dollars,  which  is  more  than  double  or  treble  or  quadruple  the  amount  necessary 
as  security  for  all  the  money  he  would  ever  require. 

This  is  the  problem  that  calls  the  American  Commission  to  Europe.  This  is  the  purpose  of  its  enquiry.  And, 
as  before  stated,  the  American  Commission  will  arrive  in  Great  Britain  with  the  rock  crushed  and  powdered, 
ready  for  the  amalgam  pan. 

This  being  the  case,  the  British  “ Committee  on  Reception  and  Program  ” will,  I am  sure,  exercise  keen 
discrimination  in  the  selection  of  persons  to  appear  in  the  meetings  before  the  American  Commission. 

In  view  of  the  above  it  would  seem  to  me  that  the  case  demands  that  preference  be  given  to  persons  recog- 
nized as  of  the  highest  authoritative  standing,  first,  in  the  domain  of  finance,  second  in  that  of  law,  third  in  that  of 
commerce,  fourth  in  the  that  of  the  agricultural  industry. 

In  conclusion,  I would  suggest  that  it  may  be  profitable,  at  one  or  two  of  the  meetings,  to  reverse  the  regular  ^ 
procedure,  and  have  the  British  Committee  take  the  platform  and  interrogate  the  American  Commission,  and  thus 
render  the  sittings  valuable  not  merely  to  the  American  people  but  also  to  the  people  of  Great  Britain  and  her 
i colonies. 
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David  Du  bin 

Delegate  of  the  United  States, 

International  Institute  of  Agriculture,  Rome,  Italy. 
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The  Hungarian  Delegate  to  the  Institute,  His  Excellency,  Mr.  E.  de  Miklos  de 
Miklosvar,  communicates  the  following : 

I communicated  to  the  Hungarian  Minister  of  Agriculture,  His  Excellency  Count  Bela  de  Serenyi,  on  Decem- 
ber 6th.,  1912,  the  forthcoming  visit  of  the  American  Commission  to  Hungary. 

The  Minister  has  replied  that  the  Hungarian  Government  will  do  all  in  its  power  to  facilitate  the  inves- 
tigations of  the  Commission.  He  states  that  everything  will  be  done  to  receive  this  Commission,  representative 
of  the  great  American  people,  with  all  due  honor  and  to  see  that  it  receive  all  possible  official  assistance  in  its 
A enquiry. 

The  Minister  also  writes  that  he  accepts  with  pleasure  my  suggestion  that  a guide  to  Hungarian  agricultural 
co-operation  and  credit  be  printed  in  English  for  the  use  of  the  Commission.  He  has  entrusted  this  work  to  a 
j first  rate  expert. 

Concerning  the  program  of  the  Commission’s  stay  in  Hungary,  the  Minister  has  instructed  me  to  form  an 
Executive  Committee  on  which  all  the  important  agricultural  associations  of  Hungary  will  be  represented,  and  on 
which  the  foremost  economists  in  the  country  will  find  their  place,  as  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Hungarian  Govern- 
ment to  bring  all  the  best  forces  in  the  economic  development  of  their  country,  along  the  lines  of  the  enquiry,  in 
touch  with  the  American  Commission. 

I am  returning  to  Budapest  in  a few  days  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  final  arrangements  in  the  appointment 
of  the  Hungarian  “ Committee  on  Reception  and  Program  ” and  to  settle  the  details  for  the  work  of  the  American 
Commission  in  my  country. 

I shall  myself  accompany  the  Commission  to  Hungary. 


From  American  diplomatic  officers  and  other  correspondents. 

American  Ambassador,  Vienna. 

The  Commission  may  count  on  my  cordial  co-operation. 

American  Minister,  Brussels. 

Plans  will  be  made  to  facilitate  the  work  of  the  American  Commission  when  it  visits  Brussels,  June  9-12. 

Delegate  of  France  to  the  Institute. 

I shall  do  all  in  my  power  to  ensure  the  success  of  the  enquiry  of  the  American  Commission  in  France. 

Dr.  Haas,  late  President  of  the  Reichsverband  of  Germany. 

As  far  as  Germany  is  concerned,  I quite  agree  with  the  plan  you  outline  for  the  work  of  the  Committee,  i.  e. 
three  or  four  head-quarters  to  be  visited  by  the  commission  as  a whole,  the  formation  of  sub-committees,  the 
distribution  of  the  work  amongst  them,  the  consultation  of  experts,  the  organization  under  the  plan  of  the 
,,  Juries  of  Enquiry  ”. 

i 

• American  Ambassador,  Berlin. 

v It  is  a source  of  great  satisfaction  to  me  to  at  last  see  the  movement  in  favor  of  the  agricultural  classes  taking 
active  form.  It  is  certain  that  the  American  commission  will  be  well  looked  after  during  their  stay  in  Germany. 

American  Minister,  the  Hague. 

* 

This  Legation  will  endeavor  to  carry  out  the  wishes  of  the  Commission  in  the  work  of  obtaining  the  desired 
information. 


8 


30 


12 


D61 590508 


The  Minister  of  Agriculture  of  Holland  has  had  a guide  to  agricultural  credit  in  that 
compiled  for  the  use  of  the  American  Commission  during  its  investigations  in  Holland. 


country  es 


American  Minister,  Bucharest. 

I shall  be  pleased  to  be  of  all  possible  assistance  to  the  Commission. 

American  Ambassador,  St.  Petersburg. 

It  would  be  a matter  of  extreme  mortification  for  me  as  Ambassador  to  Russia  if  this  Com  mission  we 
given  every  opportunity  to  study  in  this  great  Empire,  whose  peculiar  institutions  in  regard  to  agriculture 
it,  I believe,  the  most  profitable  field  for  study  to-day  in  the  whole  of  Europe. 

American  Minister,  Berne. 

I will  take  up  the  matter  officially  with  the  Swiss  Government,  and  you  may  rest  assured  that  I sha 
fail  to  aid  the  Commission  in  every  possible  way. 


Italian  Committee  on  Reception  and  Program. 

Marchese  R.  Cappelli,  President  International  Institute  of  Agriculture;  His  E 
lency  Thomas  J.  O’Brien,  American  Ambassador ; His  Excellency,  Hon.  Luigi  Luzzs 
Hon.  Leone  Wollemborg  ; Hon.  Giovanni  Raineri  ; Hon.  Giuseppe  Micheli ; Hon. 
vanni  Longinotti  ; Hon.  Ottavi ; Hon.  Luigi  Montemartini  ; Hon.  Orlando  ; Mr.  D 
Lubin,  delegate  of  the  United  States  to  the  International  Institute  of  Agricult 
Comm.  Vincenzo  Giuffrida,  Director  General  of  Credit  and  Thrift  at  the  Departn 
of  Agr;  culture  ; M.  Vergnagnini,  Secretary  General  of  the  League  of  Italian  Co-opera 
Societies  ; Prof.  Giovanni  Lorenzoni,  Secretary  General  of  the  International  Insti 
of  Agriculture. 


Countries  adhering  to  the  International  Institute  of  Agriculture,  under  the  Treaty,  June  7th.  19 

Germany  - Argentine  - Austria  - Hungary  - Belgium  - Brazil  - Bulgaria  - Chile  - China  - Costa-Rica  - C 
Denmark  - Ottoman  Empire  - Egypt  - Ecuador  - Spain  - United  States  - Ethiopia  - France  - Algeria  - Tu 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  - Australia  - Canada  - India  - New  Zealand  - Mauritius  - Union  of  South  Afr 
Greece  - Guatemala  - Italy  - Eritrea  and  Italian  Somaliland  - Japan  - Luxemburg  - Mexico  - Montene 
Nicaragua  - Norway  - Paraguay  - Holland  - Peru  - Persia  - Portugal  - Roumania  - Russia  - Salvador  - 
Marino  - Servia  - Sweden  - Switzerland  - Uruguay  - Dutch  East  Indies 


